[Ethical problems in genetic epidemiology].
Two are the principal ethical problems to be faced by the genetic epidemiological research. One has to do directly with the "creation" and "managing" of genetic information about the basic unit of the genetic epidemiological studies, that is the family. This will possibly aggravate all the difficulties regarding the subject recruitment, the informed consensus, the confidentiality of genetic results as well as their disclosure to study participants. The other concern is the potential conflict between the interests of the individual and those of the society that could arise when a screening program focused to high risk groups is implemented. Both the aspects will be discussed, according to the recent literature. The methodological work done by Muin Koury on genetic screening and public health issues will be presented.